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 Diego Rivera is a twentieth century artist who continues to have a strong 

influenced in the world of art world. His painting The Flower Carrier elucidates the time 

period through the use of symbols and deeper interpretation. The Flower Carrier can be 

analyzed to extract meaning not only from the past, but todays as well.  

 The painting is crafted masterfully using an uncommon technique for its time. 

The Flower Carrier displays a dark skinned man on his knees carrying a large basket 

filled with flowers. The man is dressed in white with a yellow hat and yellow sling while 

wearing sandals. The basket, containing gorgeous pink flowers, is exceedingly larger 

than the man who is struggling to get up. Behind the man is a woman, who can be 

perceived as his wife, who is helping him lift the basket. She is just as dark skinned and 

wears a shawl skirt and shirt underneath, with her hair tied up. The background 

composes of bright green leaves and a sandy brown ground. “The vibrant colors are 

rubbed into the masonite, a most common method for painting on hard surfaces.” 

(aaronartprints). Rivera used bright and vivid colors to emphasize the paintings beauty 

as well as to break away from the dull more pastel customary patter seen in much of the 

times art. The colors catch the observers attention and help beautify the painting.  

 Thoughtful and prolonged observation brings about new meaning to The Flower 

Carrier. “...the flowers in the basket are strikingly beautiful to the viewer, the man does 
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not see their beauty...” (aaronartprints). Many laboring men work to survive and not to 

see the beauty of their work. The man in the painting is unable to see the flowers, which 

symbolize the work that he is doing or its beauty, yet carries on in order to make ends 

meet. The viewer and others can easily see the beauty of his work, however to them, 

his work may not  be perceived as difficult or laborious as portrayed in the painting. 

Flowers are generally not seen as heavy and the man’s work may not seem taxing to 

many spectators.”The man is carrying the heavy load, but he appears to be a smaller 

person than the woman putting the load on his back.” (garden of praise). Gender roles 

have developed the point of view that males are the dominant sex, however here we 

see that the man is the one on the floor struggling with the load as the woman is 

assisting him. Men typically are not perceived as weak or requiring assistance while in 

the painting Rivera obviously disagrees with the cultural norm. It also shows how 

everyone, including men, need help. Support from ones partner is crucial in a 

relationship and here the woman is helping the man, who can be assumed a couple. 

The size of the woman compared to the man can also symbolize the contribution factor 

that each play within a given relationship. Women are usually seen as not contributing 

significant or large amounts however the amount they do at home along with working 

often exceeds that of what men accomplish. Both the male and female persons are 

fairly dark skinned implying they are in the sun often or of a minority, immigrant decent 

in the labor force. The Flower Carrier illustrates the hardships minorites as well as those 

in the labor force face.  

 Diego Rivera is an artist who used his brush to fight for the people. Rivera was 

born 1886 in Guanajuato, Mexico along with his twin brother who died as an infant. 
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Becoming an artist Rivera brought back Frescoes, mural paintings done on fresh 

plaster, and used them to approach the principle themes of history during his time. 

Identifying himself as a marxist Rivera continued to use his paintings to convey 

everyday messages he considered the most urgent and relevant. One of his most 

distinguished talents was his ability to insert a “complex historical subject” into his works 

(pbs). He played a crucial role in the development of national art in Mexico and shaped 

the conception of public art everywhere his work was exposed. Rivera Original painting 

style and added perspectives preserver as strong influences on American painting.  

 Relative to time periods The Flower Carrier can carry deeper and varying 

meaning. The 1930’s was a time of depression in both America and Mexico. “Rivera 

saw the workers’ struggle as a symbol of the fragile political ground on which that 

capitalism trod.” (pbs). Many Mexicans were in search for an escape to the political 

turmoil in their homeland and although America was in a depression the opportunity 

was greater. The painting exposes many of the hardships that Rivera’s people had to go 

through to make a living, work as hard and unfulfilling as carrying and selling flowers. 

The colossal basket strapped to the man’s back can be a representation of the 

handicap untrained workers face in the modern capitalist world. Many immigrants to the 

United States during the 1930’s were forced into low paying laborious jobs due to being 

unskilled. Rivera made an effort to concern himself with the advancement of technology 

and physical human development as too reduce the amount of people having to 

struggle in the ever progressing society. The flowers may also symbolize a luxury that 

the carrier never sees or indulges in because to him they are only a means to get by. 

For those striving to get by it was necessary for everyone in the family to cooperate in 
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providing for the family, the woman backing the man displays this in the portrait. Today 

the endeavor many families have to make,as unskilled workers, can be depicted 

through The Flower Carrier.  

 Diego Rivera’s The Flower Carrier contains historical, artistic and everyday 

meaning. Artists such as Rivera leave behind influential pieces of work to be admired 

and interpreted eternally. Simply as a piece of art The Flower Carrier presents beauty 

while as an interpretive work it gives a story and historical background to its time.  
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 I chose to do my final essay on this painting The Flower Carrier by Diego Rivera 
because for my family and I it has a lot of symbolic meaning we sympathize and 
connect with. This is a painting that I have seen all my life and literally grown up. I have 
seen and will always appreciate its natural artistic beauty but something that I never did 
was really observe the piece of art. Writing this essay is going to teach me some family 
history, because we are all mexican and from the working class as well as help me 
understand what a lot of my relatives and people have gone through to make a living. 
After I will have a different perspective on this piece of art, a good one, and it will help 
me appreciate art as a whole in a deeper manner.  


