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 A wide variety of characters’ lives and perspectives are changed as a result of the Clutters 

murders. Although it was the same murders, the ways in which the people responded were all 

different. The varying perspectives of characters broadens the outlooks on the murders. 

 Susan Kidwell, Nancy’s best friend, perspective on the ordeal is to make the best from 

the situation. “I didn’t want to hear about it. Just gossip and talk -- everything Nancy despised. 

Anyway, I don’t much care who did it. Somehow it seem beside the point. My friend is gone. 

Knowing who killed her isn’t going to bring her back. What else matters?” said Susan (Capote, 

95). Susan shows maturity in how she is handling the death of her best friend; she claims that 

neither retribution nor knowledge of the murders would ease the pain of the slayings. What she 

focuses on is the great loss that has come about her life, as well as that of many others’. Rather 

than dwelling on the killers, Susan tries to keep the memory of Nancy alive by disregarding any 

rumors or gossip, just as Nancy would. “Nancy and I planned to go to college together... 

Suddenly, when I’m very happy, I think of all the plans we made.” (Capote, 342). Years after the 

trauma, Susan pays her respects to the Clutters at the cemetery, still the same strong person as 

before. Susan does not let the traumatic event control her life and lived as Nancy would have 

wanted her to, going to college and being successful. “The highest tribute to death is not grief but 

gratitude- Thornton Wilder”, Susan takes this approach after the murders which proved to be 

idealistic for her case (Klein 36). Only positive outcomes can come from such an outlook.  
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 The Holcomb community does not have the same attitude after the murder seeking safety  

and justice rather grief and gratitude. “Hell I’m not cracking jokes. I mean it. Why don’t you 

arrest somebody? That’s what you’re paid for.”(Capote 150). The majority of the townspeople 

more than anything wanted someone, anyone to be caught and charged for the murder that 

haunted them for fear of being a victim. Fear consumes the inhabitants of Holcomb; everyone 

knew everyone and the thought of a friend committing such a cold blooded murder to fellow 

citizens was inconceivable, but to them the only viable killers was one of them. This draws them 

into paranoia. The murder really came as betrayal to the community for they were so close knit 

and especially since “Of all people in the world, the Clutters were the least likely to be 

murdered.” (Capote 85).  The “perfect” family was brutally murdered and who was to say that 

the rest or anyone else in the community was not next, especially with no real valid motive other 

than a few dollars. The town is driven by the desire to find the culprits through any means.  “ I 

think they ought to be locked in the same cell for the rest of their lives. Never allowed any 

visitors. Just to sit staring at each other till they die.... I believe in capital punishment. It’s like the 

bible says-- an eye for an eye. And even so we are two paris short.” (Capote 248). The way in 

which Dick and Perry murdered the Clutters was horrifying, the mentality of some of the 

Holcomb citizens is almost just as horrifying, wanting to kill or even torture the murderers. The 

state of the people is far from healthy as citizens begin to leave the area to escape the dread and 

eyes of each other. A murder can easily engulf a person through fear as it does in the town of 

Holcomb. The approach taken by the majority of the citizens resulted in immediate but short-

lived discomfort that can be avoided by staying calm as Susan did.  

 Perry fails to show any deep signs of remorse and is more or less unfazed by his role in 

the Clutter murders. “... Dick became convinced that Perry was that rarity, “a natural killer” - 
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absolutely sane, but conscienceless, and capable of dealing, with or without motive, the coldest- 

blooded deathblows” (Capote 55). A quality many cold-blooded killers possess is a lack of 

conscience and emotion. Perry undeniably had no problem killing the Clutters and even 

afterwards felt no regret. Surprisingly not totally void of concern for others, Perry does attempt 

to make the Clutters more comfortable in the minutes before they are killed and saves Nancy 

from rape. It is a blessing to not feel anything but at the same time a curse after committing such 

an act; anyone with these disturbing characteristics could never properly form strong 

relationships with people. Perry has failed to construct any intimate ties with an individual and 

finds it difficult to keep friends, which helps explain why he is so willing to do Dick’s biddings 

even if he does not agree with the act. Perry’s closest relationships were with his Dad, who beat 

him, Willie Jay, who never talked to him after prison, and Dick who got him in the death penalty 

situation; even when making relationships the people he befriends are just as cold hearted as 

Perry.  Perry constantly gets “bubbles in my blood” after the murder and was certain that he and 

Dick would be caught. This more than the actual crime troubled him (Capote 193).  

 The different perspectives drawn from the killings amplifies the murders and case. The 

murders became more than just a  family’s death, it crossed the line between sane motives and 

insane actions; engulfed townsfolk with paranoia and shaped the lives of some such as Susan in a 

favorable manner. Neither Perry’s nor the towns outlook was very productive or assertive and 

did not aid them physically or mentally, only Susan and those who took similar viewpoints to the 

murder took the most they could from the felony and came out a better individual. 
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