
WRI 10

Jan 18:
We wrote a diagnostic essay in class today regarding societal forgetting and our 

opinions regarding the authors position on the matter. We were also asked to look over 
the syllabus for next class to go over it in more detail and for any questions to be 
answered. 

Jan 23:
E-portfolios were made online using Word Press. The syllabus was discussed 

and GLDs formed, to an extent. My GLDs are going to be on the fist part of In Cold 
Blood and the first part of Wicked. The word press portfolios were a tad difficult to make 
and I was unable to get my tabs or sections in the right order, I hope that does not pose 
problematic in the future. My first group is composed of Dalila, and Kerri, I got their 
contact info so that we may meet a few times before presenting on Monday. I also 
switched essays with Dalila for some peer review.

Jan 25:
In rewriting my diagnostic essay I cam across a lot of sentences and instances 

where my wording was jumbled and vague, so correcting it was very helpful. I attempted 
to scan my original diagnostic but was unable to find a working scanner on campus. I 
sent an email to the teacher concerning the matter. My diagnostic was also uploaded to 
wordpress.

Jan 30:
I presented the first group led discussion today on class. Being the first 

presentation was very nerve racking and my group and I weren’t so sure as how to go 
about leading the class in discussion. We ended up using a powerpoint to outline 
important and interesting events from the first part of the reading as well as go over 
character and how they began to develop. For my first essay I think that I will write 
about characters perspectives in the novel. The class practices citing by pulling quotes 
from the book. 

Feb 1:
The second group led discussion on In Cold Blood today was similar to the 

previous one in its layout but not its contents. More plot and characters were discussed. 
I am almost certain at this point that Perry and Dick have committed the murder. I like 
how in the book that we get a lot of background on the characters Dick and Perry, 
allowing us to sympathize with them. We also worked on sentence structure concerning 
topic and thesis sentences. We outlines our essays with thesis and topic sentence 
calling it a day. 



Feb: 6:
The group led discussion today was very exciting because the part of the book 

was were a lot of vague and mysterious things were being explained. I participated to 
the best of my ability and thought that yea Perry had a pretty messed up life but that 
does not excuse what he did, a lot of the class thinks that he is insane, I don’t think that 
he is. I exchanged my essay with a classmate and we both looked over each others 
topic and thesis sentences. After looking over their essay and telling them how to be a 
little more clear in what they were trying to convey I received similar feedback. I rewrote 
a couple of the sentences and tweaked a few as well, then the whole class went around 
and said their thesis sentences. 

Feb 8:
The final group led discussion on In Cold Blood was given and there was a lot of 

good discussion on what we thought about the book as a whole as well as the ending. I 
personally don’t believe in capital punishment because no one has the right to take 
away someones life, which is what the killers did but death was not the solution. For the 
class work we exchanged essays once again and circled three sentences that we 
believed needed some work to be more precise and clear. We went over the paramedic 
method in class and fixed each others sentences, it was very helpful. 

Feb 13:
Today was a hybrid day and our assignment was to watch the capote film. The 

film was very enjoyable in my opinion, other than barely being able to watch it because 
it was not on netflix and the source to watch that I was using was very laggy and 
buffered extremely slow making the film difficult to watch. During the blogging portion of 
class I talked about some of the similarities and differences between the movie and the 
book, such as that the book was more focus on the murder case and the movie more 
around Capote himself and his involvement in the case. I commented on three of my 
peers blogs and then submitted my first essay. 

Feb 15:
The group led discussion on Breakfast at Tiffanies was presented and they made 

up some really good points about the characters and symbols that were in the book. 
The book contained some very interesting characters especially the two main 
characters who had the strangest personalities. For in class writing we are supposed to 
think about how the book might be translated to movie.

Feb 20:
NO CLASS

Feb 22:
Another hybrid day, today we watched breakfast at tiffanies, I watched the film 

with another classmate which made the movie more enjoyable and fun because we 
talked about it. Upon viewing the film, I was shocked to see how much of a twixt they 
put on it from the book. The characters personalities were generally the same with 
some noticeable differences but nothing to take away from the piece, however the entire 



plot was very different and things that one would not have expected to happen in the 
book happened in the film, for instance the two main characters get together by the end 
of the film. I blogged about some of the major differences while complimenting on how 
they developed the characters so well and close to the book. 

Feb 27:
Along with the group led discussion on the Revolt of the Cockroach People we 

discussed about the translation from book to film with respect to Breakfast at Tiffanies. 
Much of the class agreed that the film and book on Breakfast at Tiffanies were good but 
in their own separate ways, as well as that the large differences in plot were most likely 
in order to make the film more viewer friendly in the respect that people like happy 
endings. The group led discussion was well and focused heavily on the civil rights 
movements to compare the events taking place in the book. As a class we discussed 
what historical framework was and how we would use that to write our next essay. 
Historical framework is just a time period and then using an event or in our case a piece 
of art to focus on that time period and discuss it. We talked about some possible essay 
topics in groups and called it a day. 

Feb 29:
The final group led discussion on revolt of the cockroach people was presented 

and it really made the class think about how the times are different back then and today. 
There are similar groups and movements going on today that we related to those going 
on during the time period referenced in the book, for instance the gay rights movement. 
After the group led discussion we had a presenter come in to inform us on “teach the 
budget”. The presentation contained a lot of relevant information to college students and 
made me want to get involved in how the budget it used. 

March 5:
No class sooo yay!

March 7:
Class was held in the library today without our lovely professor, instead we had 

Susan Mikkelsen. She taught us how to use the libraries data bases. We went over our 
essay topics for essay three and then how to use the search engines to find what we
can use as specific sources in our essay. I used the academic search complete to help 
me find articles on the time era of the lords of dogtown. Some of the activities in lass 
were silly but they helped get the point across and made the search for sources simple. 

March 12:
The group led discussion on Chicano Poetics was today, the main points of 

discussion were how the book translated from the time period and how it was related to 
the previous book, revolt of the cockroach people. We talked about the language used 
in the book and how it helped to craft our opinions on the subjects introduced. Some 
passages from the book was read and then as a class we talked about what we thought 
the stories meant and how we would relate it to our everyday lives. We swapped essays 
with a partner for some peer editing, looking over topic sentences and then going over 



those that were not clear. I saw some sentences that really made no sense in my essay 
after my partner edited it and it was very helpful. 

March 14:
In the first group led discussion on the wizard of oz, a lot of interesting topic were 

brought up such as for a kids book how brutal it was. The part of the book were they 
talked about how the tin man became the tin man was incredibly intense and not 
entirely for kids, although it was a very interesting part to talk about in class. Once again 
we exchanged papers in class and went over the thesis and topic sentences, offering 
any suggestions to make them more concise and sound better. As a class we discussed 
the points of the essay pertaining to its structure then picked sentences from each 
others essays and practiced using the paramedic method. At the end of class we all 
said our thesis sentences and we got feedback from the professor. Overall a productive 
and helpful class. 

March 19:
Some of my classmates believe that there are a lot of symbols in the wizard of oz 

and in the last part especially. I am not too sure that I agree since it is a children's book. 
Sort of a laid back discussion and I did not have that much to say. Again we went over 
the paramedic method working on major sentences making them more precise and 
clear. On our own we applied the paramedic method to our topic and thesis sentences, 
after I did I really felt that my points were straight forward and strong. 

March 21:
Watching the Wizard of oz was very difficult to find and upon finding it online, it 

was almost impossible to watch because it would buffer no faster than 1 min at a time. I 
blogged about how the movie is supposed to be for all ages and yet there are many 
parts that scare or I find disturbing and yet kids watch it. I responded to some people 
that I know in class and that was all. Our second essay was submitted. 

March 26:
Spring Break YAY!!!!

March 28:
Spring Break YAY!!!

April 2:
I had my second group led discussion today with Jocelyn and Brenda. We had a 

decent amount of class participation and went over major characters. We also 
discussed how the wizard of oz is compared to Wicked, in relation to characters and 
storyline. After the GLD we talked as a class about how the rest of the semester would 
play out. The third essay is a compare and contrast in something that has been 
translated. In small groups we discussed plausible essay topics. Then as a class we all 
mentioned a topic we might choose for our third essay. I wrote a thesis and a couple 
topic sentences for my may be topic. I am thinking about writing my essay on how 
Avatar the last airbender was translated to the film. 



April 4:
The group led discussion was interesting and I participated quite a bit however I 

feel as they the group covered what I had covered in the last GLD, no big deal though 
because it was interesting and people were into the presentation.  I looked over a 
friend’s essay after we traded for how their thesis and topic sentences were constructed 
and they did the same for mine. Then I tried to write something helpful to make their 
work better, at least in the readers opinion. Together we chose three sentences from 
each of our essays and worked through them to make them sound better with less 
clutter, also leaving more room for anything else we might wan to put into the essay. 

April 9:
As a hybrid day I wrote my collaboration cover letter. I posted it and then blogged 

on three of my classmates work. For me I really enjoyed the collaboration aspect of the 
class because I felt that it brought in a bunch of different perspectives and allowed me 
to share mine. 

April 11:
The group led discussion for wicked continued on the city of emeralds and the 

jasper gates of kiamo ko. Events in the book were taking twists that I would not have 
expected and in the GLD they think that it may be to get the story in line with the book 
the wizard of oz. Before class started I submitted essay three. We went over what the 
fourth prompt will be. With the printed copy of introductions we brought we exchanged 
and peer edited a classmates. I have no idea what I am going to do for my fourth essay, 
especially with such a broad range of topics I can choose from. 

April 16:
I wrote three cover letter for today hybrid day and then posted the process on in 

the blogging section. I agreed with a lot others had to say about the process part of the 
class, how it was very helpful and not something that I have always done but proved be 
be very valuable especially when making good essays. I think I chose a topic for the 
fourth essay as well. I want to write about Diego Rivera’s The Flower Carrier. 

April 18:
I missed class today because I woke up in a lot of pain and tried to go to my first 

class but had to leave because I could not handle it or pay attention what so ever. I 
went to the doctors and they asked me a bunch of questions and I had to fill out a bunch 
of paper work because I had not been to the doctors here yet. Once I got in they 
analyzed me and could not figure out what the problem was with just overall analysis so 
they decided to do some blood work, I hate needles but it helped take my mind away 
from the pain that I was having in the middle of my body, maybe stomach or lower 
chest. The rest of the day was spent resting in bed trying not to move or do anything. 



April 23:
Today was out last in class day for the semester, I was happy but also sad 

because I got to enjoy the people and the professor. The last group led discussion on 
wicked was presented, however it was not so much a group effort as much an individual 
because there was only one presenter. The GLD went well and we talked about how the 
book overall is geared toward adults and how much it can relate to peoples everyday
lives. I did an evaluation online for the professor, there were so many questions, 67 I 
believe and some seemed repetitive but I finished and felt that I gave the teacher a 
good review. I signed up for my consultation and then there were a few questions 
asked, after that it was the end and all the is left is for me to complete my work . 


